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To whom it may concern! 

During my stay at the Harvard Stem Cell Institute I gained life experience. I will start 

with the knowledge I gained for my scientific career. The iPS Core Facility offered me 

an excellent research position with an outstanding supervision of Laurence Daheron, 

PhD. There I advanced my scientific understanding in theory as well as in application. 

Thanks to the many things I did, I learned to plan experiments well. Still, life showed 

me, that you cannot plan every single aspect, as how fast your cells grow. Thanks to 

my lab group, which supported me enormously, I obtained a lot of results.  

Furthermore, I experienced that there is no better feeling than obtaining expected 

results. It is a great feeling to show that a theoretical concept works out. Personally, I 

think that many scientists strive to do something that helps people. Sure, a 

conversion of GFP to BFP does not really show, how this could help anyone. But the 

improvement of targeting events of CRISPR/Cas9 in human pluripotent stem cells 

puts a foot into the door of gene therapy. That is what made me strive to do this 

project. The quality of education and equipment I experienced at the Harvard Stem 

Cell Institute was outstanding. 

Let’s move to the personal knowledge I gained: thanks to my stay in the USA I met a 

whole bunch of people with different backgrounds. Starting with my lab group: in total 

we formed a group of eight different nationalities. Imagine how much knowledge can 

be gained from just talking to somebody, how life in Saudi Arabia is or how it is to live 

in Syria? All the great things you will never be able to find in a book. One thing must 

be said, food from the Arabic region tastes amazing!  

Hearing all those different languages, shows you that cultural acceptance and 

appreciation is more important than ever. To hear somebody talking Somali, sounds 

like swallowing vowels and for sure not a language easy to learn.  

Thanks to the Marshall Plan Foundation and my parents for their financial support, I 

could travel in the US. During my stay I visited nine states (not including Washington 

DC). I could not travel the whole east coast, but I made it to the most northern state 

(Maine) and the most southern state (Florida). How the landscape changes from 

north to south is fascinating. The difference in nature, but also the change of the 

mentality of people is very much visible. 
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If I would have the decision again to apply at the Harvard Stem Cell Institute and to 

go abroad, I would do it! I recommend it to everybody, because the experience you 

gain during this time is unique. 

 

Susanne Waizenauer 

 


