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The Massachusetts Institute of Technology is a world-renowned university known for its 

scientific excellence and pioneering role in various fields. My research stay at MIT was 

a great opportunity to gain both professional and personal experience, benefiting 

greatly my ongoing research and extending existing capabilities through new 

collaborations. Research at MIT is distinguished by the liberty given to individual 

researches to pursue their research agenda, creating the enabling atmosphere that 

allows for outstanding discoveries to be made. Also, MIT strongly emphasizes on 

research as a collaborative effort, bringing together expertise in different fields to 

tackle common problems. This makes MIT one if not the best research environments I 

have encountered in my academic career so far and it was great pleasure for me to 

work with and learn from the CVD group of Prof. Gleason. 

MIT as an institution is very much accustomed to hosting a great number of 

international students, so most things are carefully organized for you (this does not 

include visa or Marshall Plan applications, of course). One of the more challenging 

aspects of studying at MIT can be the search for housing. A general 

recommendation is to contact the respective host institute/group which often know 

better about currently available options. Also, the MIT housing department offers on- 

and off-campus housing. While this is primarily meant for regular students, there are 

often vacancies available in graduate housing. This can be a relatively cheap and 

easy alternative to other housing options and can significantly reduce commuting 

times. It is also good to know that all visiting students are covered by a basic health 

insurance included in the student fee. This insurance covers most of the medical 

services provided at MIT Medical, the university’s own hospital. 

Finally, I can only wholeheartedly encourage everyone to actively seek for 

opportunities to experience academic research at such a world-renowned institution 

and am uttermost grateful to Prof. Gleason and the Marshall Plan Foundation for 

giving me this great chance. 


