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The research visit at UC Berkeley funded by the Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation 

this past semester allowed me to do several things. First, I was able to finish my 

dissertation thesis, which I will submit in the upcoming weeks after finalizing formalities. 

Second, I wrote a paper summarizing some of my results from the first part of the 

thesis, which was double-blind peer-reviewed and will be published in the EC Tax 

Review shortly. Third, this research visit allowed me to broaden my perspective by 

attending events hosted by UC Berkeley and exchanging ideas with academics in 

various legal and non-legal fields.  

 

Meeting scholars from the Department of Economics and the Law School at UC 

Berkeley and learning about different approaches to tax was particularly enriching. I 

was invited to attend the weekly Public Finance seminar at the Robert D. Burch Center 

for Tax Policy and Public Finance and discuss tax research with professors and young 

academics. Through this experience, I was able to develop ideas for two more tax law 

papers: the first takes a US-EU comparative approach, the second is characterized by 

a legal theory perspective and includes economic analyses. Back in Austria, I am 

hoping to be able to continue working on these two papers over the summer. Moreover, 

I was able to make connections with faculty and students from various research fields 

during my visit, which will be inspiring and helpful throughout the rest of my career.  

 



The Institute of European Studies was a wonderful host during my stay and organized 

monthly social gatherings for visiting scholars, which were very friendly. The Institute 

for Research on Labor and Employment provided me with a quiet and well-equipped 

work space, where I was able to meet PhD and master students from various 

backgrounds in economics. I was invited to talk about my legal research on April 13, 

2022 as part of the Institute’s weekly lunch seminar series. I was permitted to invite 

scholars with a legal background to my talk and was delighted to see how engaged my 

mixed audience of law and economics scholars was. The questions they asked helped 

me look at my research through various lenses.  

 

I would confine my recommendations for future Marshall Plan UC Berkeley fellows to 

one single piece of advice and that is to take initiative and contact professors and fellow 

students who might be interested in your research or who you would like to learn from. 

I benefitted from each and every conversation I had with UC Berkeley academics and 

as a result, returned to Austria with a broadened perspective. 

 


