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General impression of your research stay abroad 

Overall my time at UC Berkeley was very useful and productive. This is true both in terms of progress 

on my dissertation as well as the professional and private connections I have made. While most of my 

time was in fact spent working on my dissertation, in the office graciously provided by my supervisor 

Christoph Hermann, whom I cannot thank enough for his support and encouragement, the bits and 

pieces of the bay area, as well other parts of the United States I got to see, were certainly worthwhile. 

While I thus did not have as much time to “smell the flowers” so to speak, as I would have liked, my 

overall impression of the scholarship, UC Berkeley and the surrounding area and the stay overall is still 

quite positive.  

Quality of the host institution 

UC Berkeley is obviously a well-known institution. I cannot speak to the quality of the teaching, or the 

administrative structure, but merely to the research output relevant to my field and which I am aware 

of. This output is relevant and interesting and thus shows high-quality in my opinion. Overall UC 

Berkeley appears to live up to its reputation, at least as far as I could tell. Regarding the Institute of 

European Studies my insights into its “quality” are more limited, as I mainly had contact at and with 

the institute before and for onboarding. Everyone was very nice, but again, contact was very limited. 

A point I would like to suggest is the assurance of working-spaces for incoming graduate students. If 

my supervisor had not supplied an office for me to work, I would have been very dependent on erratic 

library opening hours (in particular during the Covid surged in January and February). On this note I 

would also like to point out that given the living-costs in the bay area, the stipend is very meager. I 

myself was aware of certain problems with housing etc, but the extent is much more drastic than I was 

made aware of. Essentially, double the amount would be reasonably sufficient. This is particularly true 

since the students arriving in Vienna from Berkeley get the same stipend as the ones going the other 

way, which seems unreasonable.  

Contacts within the host institution, inclusion in the organization 

Again, my contact was very limited. Also due to the generally limited interactions at the time of my 

arrival, due to surging Covid-Numbers. I mainly was in contact with my supervisor, Christoph Hermann, 

whom I cannot recommend enough. He took a lot of time to discuss my dissertation and work with 

me, provided an office and general advice, and was all-around very helpful with everything. This was 

also my primary institutional contact.  

Recommendations for future Marshall Plan students and fellows  

I would recommend to start the housing search very early on, and expect to be paying at least 1200$ 

for a mediocre room in a shared space. I would recommend budgeting an equal amount for food etc. 

(Beers are 9$). I recommend getting a bike and living either in the area of North Berkeley towards 

Solano-Ave, or in the North of Oakland, wherever housing can be found. I would ask my supervisor 

whether working spaces are available at their department, as the library is fine, but its not an office 

and the Institute of European Studies only provides working places for some. I recommend 

experiencing the supermarket the “Berkeley Bowl” as well as the area around Solano-Ave on 



weekends, such going to Indian Rock. I can also highly recommend the Free-Speech-Movement Café 

as well as La Strada, which are both near campus. The university gym is good but often quite busy. 

Plus, visiting Phd-students have to pay a monthly 40$ fee.  

 


